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Chief, Soourity Branch ’ ' 11 Ootobcr 1949 

Interrogation Research. Section , 

. • ' ' •* ” .* . 

Suggested Over-All Research Program# 

% • 

The necessity for lcuoping well informed of "present intorro.gution methods 
and spooial operational methods used by unfriendly countries cannot bo over . 
emphasized# Belov/ aro listed various suggested pliasoa of rosearch and pro- 
posed details for the carrying jjift jf a progressive and extremely active 
TOGO arch' program. * 

It is rot onmnnded that every effort bo made to acquire cuid roview existing 
literature covering past and present interrogation techniques and the use of 
such operational procedures as hypnotic and drug control# Tho roview would 
include all articles in periodicals and books written by specialists on ouch 
subjects a3 general interrogation, psychological interrogation, tho U30 of the 
Polygraph, truth oorum and hypnosis. Those specialists may not be actively 
engaged in interrogation but may bo working in allied fields which might provide 
valuable contributions to our own intoreBt3# This survey would also include tho 
- oaroful scrutinization of all intelligence roportB involving intorroration method: 
and spociol operational toolmiqucs# Tho flow of information from this source , 
would bo gro ntly acooloratod by tho issuance of cn interrogation collection re- 
quirement# The "existing technique" survey should also include facilities for 
.. tho investigation of the use or suspected uso of special techniques# Medical 
and psychiatric practitioners would be valuable contributors and liaison with 
such individuals would be extremely beneficial# The resoarch sections of police 
departments "and criminology laboratories might all prove to be vory beneficial# 

' Suggostod mothods for liaison with such organizations will be covered in a ■ 
separate memorandum* Good liaison with other governmental agencies and tho 
various bronchos of the military service would be very holpful. Liaison with 
professional hypnotists oould contributo many pointers which night be applied 
to certain phases of our problems# Liaison with certain universities which 
are outstanding in fields allied to our interests would bo beneficial. In 
some cose 3 , liaison with tho abovo mentionod organizations and individuals 
would -involve a oover to conceal CIA interest in suoli mattors* 

- The survey of "existing techniques" previously montionod would take care ’ 

of methods usod in tho past and prosont and mado a matter of record through . 
book 3 , periodicals and reports. It is felt that active rosearch should be 
conductod in conjunction with "technique verification"# Thic verificabioa 
' / would involve research on reportedly existing techniques and actual oxpori- 

- mentation corfieS out to prove and disprove their valuo and off ectivonocs. 

» 'This. re 3 oaroh would involve the volunteering of subjects for actual laboratory 
experiments# Reports covoring those experiments would be furnished in the 

- form of lectures, demonstrations and systematic v/ritton coverage. . 
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Memorandum tot Chief, Security Branch Front Interrogation P.asunrch Section 
* Subjaotl : Suggested Over-All Roooaroh Program , 11 October 1949 P. 2 

•s' 

’ Bocidos tho survey* of ' ’’existing' techniques' 1 , "and tho "bocimiquo vorifi- 
oation fl , a third phase should bo kept aotivo covoydIig' l ' n ncT7 notliods" • This 
program "would also involve actual laboratory* resquroh-and tho issuing of 
verbal and written reports. This phado "would also includo_ the improvement * 
of ' techniques alroady in oxictenoc, 

r ” . 

.As*ef this dato, it is foil?* Chat this Interrogation Rocoarch Section is 
raoro prbgjonsivo and far In advoncoof all existing governmental, polico, and 


,5 .. . -private research activities concerning tho use of operational hypnosis and 
• V. - ' highly specialised methods of interrogation* It is folt that thic load might 
t \ ‘ •* . h° maintained and that tho program might , l>o .. furbhor aooeloratod by tlia oxocution-- - 
h. - : . of. tiro above mo ntiouod suggestions* :• • .* 
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